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U.S. Details Ewéeme in Espa@aaags Trial 1

Spy Film, Secrct Compartments Descnbed in Case Agamst Pole

By CHARLES MAHER, Times Staff Writer -* |

* Cleverly packagcd spy film, a tie
rack with secrct compartments’ and
a hollowed-out wooden carving all
figured in a story related to a Los.
Angcles jury Wednesday at the trxal:
of a Polish natlonal charged wnth,
espionage.

The narrator. Assxstanl U S. Atty _
Robert S. Brewer Jr., said the
government would prove that Mari- |
an W. Zacharski, 30, conspired with
an American to oblain sensitive U.s.
defense mformatxon for . Pohsh
agents. . : ¢

Howcver, the govemmcn' s story
was dismissed as untrustworthy by
defense attorney Edward M. Sta-
dum, who portrayed the prosecu- .
tion's key witnessasaJ udas willing
to betray his country for $110000
“incoinand cash.”

That witness is Wllham Holden
Bell, 6, & former Hughes Aircraft

- C6. engineét. Bell was indicted with
Zacharski but has pleaded guilty to
one count of passing defense infor-

-mation and has agreed to help the

.prosecution. -

- Inhis opening statement Brewer

" told a jury in U.S. District Judge Da-
vid V. Kenyon's Court that the
govemmcm would establish its case
in coming weeks through about 45
thnesses and 250 pieces of

-evidence.

.. Brewer sald Bell wou!d testify
that he compromised hi$ position at
Hughes because of financial diffi-

: culties and agreed to supply classi-

- fied informatlon to Zacharski and
unidentified Polish agents. Zachar-

.ski had promised Bell he could
“make a lot of money,” Brewer said.

‘ “gacharski and Bell lived 2t the’

.same Playa del Ray apartment
complex and met there in 1977 Bell

supplied “numerous documents” to
Zacharski in 1978, Brewer said, and
made the first of a series of trips to
FEurope the following year to deliver

film of other documents to Pohsh )

agents. -

The prosecutor said Zacharskn.

had gwcn Bell a camera and “spe-:
cial {ilm" to photograph dccuments
at Hughes.

-structed Bell to end his relationship

‘pther trxps to Europe: to Innsbruck;
‘Linz,’ Austria, and Geneva. Brewer

i

Brewer said the film appeared to
be Kodak Super 8. The first five or
six feet of the film and the last five
or six were in fact regular Koda-
chome, Brewer said, but about 34
feet in the middle was:“high-reso-
lution black-and-white film” uocd
to photograph documents,

The prosecutor said Bell flew to
Innsbruck Austria, in November,.-
1979 to meet two men, one of whom .|

gave a password by askmg, “Ar
you a friend of Marian?” '
‘‘However, the two men did not
hke the way Bell was carrying the
film, Brewer said, and gave him a|
tie-. rack “with three. concealed ‘
-ateas,” telling him in the future to;
‘carry film in the rack or in a blacf:’
viny! bag they also supplied. .
Brewer said the two men in-

with Zacharski, but when Bell re-
.turned home, Zacharski counter-
manded theorder. : ..

| “The prosecutor said Bell dehv-
Yered film to Polish agents on three.

said Bell was given a “codé name’
on the Linz trip, but he did not say
what it was.
1 Bell will testify that before the
third trip, he photographed doc-’
iments relating to a “covert all-
weather gun system” and an antl-
tank weapon called a TOW missile.

rewer said. o i

The " prosécutor saxd Be}l, was;!
yromised $60,000 A%ydar. and’ x‘e-
efved money from Polish agénts. in

Furope and from Zacharskl ln the
United States.
' FBI agents mvestxgahng thc ca:e |

quoshoned "Bell June 23. He" ac—’f‘,

knowledged his activities the same
'day, Brewer said, and later agreed
: 1o wear a concealed recorder during -
a ¢onversation with Zacharski., . *

1y In that conversation, the prose-.

i ‘cutor said, Zacharski said, “‘no prob-
: lem"” when asked if the film was
‘s“coming out all right.”

e

relativeiy hdrmless and ugeless.” .::

" . witness, Maj. Gen. Richard X. Latk-
- in, said information about the TWO.
- antitank missile would be of value

Agents searched - Zacharski’s
apartment after his arrest on June
+ 28, Brewer said, and found, among

1other things, "‘a wooden carved fig-

rure” that will "come apart if turned -
upsxde down.’}. Brewer dxd not say
vwhat waginside.
. However,- Stadum saxd a small
compartmem. insxde the ﬂgure was -
. empty.,
s Stadum s openmg statemem. mdl—

.cated the defense will rely on what J

he called the "untrustwcrthy
.ture of Bell's teshmony

‘" Government's Guest °

gy position here is one of self‘ _

‘interest,” Stadum said. “He has en- .
“tered into’ én agreement with the
fgovernment that he hopes will Xead__
=to more lenient treatment of him.”-
EvBell’ has “'worked hand-h-hand
'l'ith agents ‘of the FBL" Stadum. .
‘8ild; and has been the government's

guest at' a; Brentwood motor fon |

whx!e he has worked up }ns tcsti-
mony T e

- Stadum «;zud Zacharsk: was prcs-‘
ident of the Polish American Ma-i
“chinery Co. and was “on a commer-,
cial mission” in the United States
. At worst, Stadum said, it might be!
shown Zacharski “carried out acti-
vities m loyalty'to hxs own govern-
.ment.”

- On the other hand, Stadum said, ;
Bell has “violated his company‘si
- policies and rules and the Iaws -
: of his own country.” ars

‘. Question Posed :""--'

- “He will not tell you he dxd these:
acts for political principle,” Stadum
_said. “He wanted money, and he got
: it—sllo 000 in coin and cash.”
-+ Stadum said the FBI had been on :
the case about 252 years before Bell } i
- and Zacharski were arrested. If this:
was a major espionage case, Stadum
ssked, why did the FBI "Ictit goon'.
solong?
-'In faet, Stadum sa!d the informa- :
_ tlon Bell allegedly supplied was

c.na-m

However, the government's ﬁrst-

toforelgnnauone o .
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